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April 2025 

 

Mission: The West Chester Green Team is a civic organization in West Chester, PA, that works to 

educate the local public and to establish and nourish green initiatives in the community in harmony 

with nature and each other, promoting the health of all living things and of planet Earth. 

 

Inside: 
Earth Day Event--and lots of other events, Road Salt, Butterflies, the Dirty Dozen…and 
more! 
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WCGT Calendar of Upcoming Events 

When – What – Where. 

Monday, April 7: 7:00 PM, Green Team Board meeting at the home of 

Karen Slossburg. Contact karenslossburg@gmail.com for details. 

Saturday, April 26: Earth Day: See details on pages 6 and 7 

For details on other April and later events, see listings beginning page 

3. 

Related groups and committees: 

4th Monday of every month: East Bradford Environmental Advisory Council (EAC), 7 – 8:30pm, East 

Bradford Township Bldg, 676 Copeland School Rd. 

 

4th Monday of every month: East Goshen Sustainability Advisory Committee, 7 – 8:30pm, East 

Goshen Township Bldg, 1580 Paoli Pike 

4th Tuesday of every month: West Goshen Sustainability Advisory Committee, 6 – 8 pm, West Goshen 

Township Bldg., 1025 Paoli Pike 
 

4th Tuesday of every month:  Westtown Environmental Advisory Council, 7 – 8:30pm, Westtown 

Township Bldg., 1039 Wilmington Pike (Rt. 202) 

4th Thursday of every month:  West Chester Sustainability Advisory Committee, 6:30 – 8 pm, 
Room 240, Borough Hall, 401 E. Gay St.  

 

 

 

NOTE: Deadline for the May 2025 issue is April 30! We welcome contributions and 

suggestions from our readers for possible inclusion in a future issue. E-mail your 

ideas to Dianne Walsh at LDwalsh318@gmail.com.  

Be sure to visit our Web site at https://wcgreenteam.com/ and our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/WCGTeam/ (all are welcome to post environment- and sustainability-related 
items there).  If you wish to support our work, please donate here:  https://wcgreenteam.com/contact-2/ 

mailto:karenslossburg@gmail.com
mailto:LDwalsh318@gmail.com
https://freepngimg.com/png/10817-calendar-transparent
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://wcgreenteam.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WCGTeam/
https://wcgreenteam.com/contact-2/
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WE NEED YOU! 

The West Chester Green Team is seeking interested individuals to fill several 

Board vacancies. If you are interested in joining our Board to help us carry on our 

mission of educating the local public and establishing and nourishing green 

initiatives in the community in harmony with nature and each other, please contact 

Karen Slossburg at karenslossburg@gmail.com or Chris Pugliese at 

chrispugl@gmail.com. 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 

it’s the only thing that ever has. —Margaret Mead 

 

 

This and That 

More Coming Attractions  
 
Saturday, April 12, Darby Creek Clean-up, 9 AM – 
12 noon, John Heinz Nation Wildlife Refuge at 
Tinicum, 8601 Lindbergh Ave., Philadelphia 
 

 
 
 

mailto:karenslossburg@gmail.com
mailto:chrispugl@gmail.com
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Sunday, April 13, 3-4:30 PM, Unitarian 
Congregation, 501 S. High St., West 
Chester  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday April 17, 12 noon: Online Webinar 

 

 
 
To celebrate Earth Day, Treecologist Basil Camu has generously agreed to give a special 
presentation! 

From Wasteland to Wonder 
Easy Ways We Can Help Heal Earth In the Sub/Urban Landscape 
April 17th, 12:00 - 1:30 pm EDT 
 
Our current landscaping practices work against nature by destroying ecosystems, 
polluting water, and wasting time and money. By choosing to work with nature, we can 
restore beauty, resilience, and biodiversity instead! 
 
In this talk, you’ll learn: 

https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=7ae985b0fc&e=adfab94c33
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• How plants, soil, water, and air interact to support life 
• Simple steps to heal the Earth: protect trees, plant saplings, and replace lawns 

with native plants 
• Community-driven solutions, such as growing and giving away native trees 

 
There will be an opportunity for Q&A. 

 

 

 

This presentation is based on the book From 
Wasteland to Wonder. Download your free eBook to 
begin exploring natural systems. 
 
Learn more about Basil Camu and his tree care 
company, Leaf and Limb. 

 

Register for the Webinar 
 
A recording of the event will be available through May 
16th, 2025 for those who register.  

        

 

 
 

Tuesday, April 22, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Pop-up repair clinic for desk and table lamps at 

WCU, Sykes Student Union Ballroom, Rosedale 

Ave., West Chester. All welcome; you do not have to 

be a WCU student. Get your lamp fixed free! Bring 

your own parts, or purchase parts on-site. One lamp 

per person, please! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=414123f21c&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=414123f21c&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=727351fdd8&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=d46672b7e7&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=4070c4edec&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=130fb55a83&e=adfab94c33
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Saturday April 26th (May 3 rain date), 8:30am-noon: Marshall Square Park Spring Cleanup 

Be part of this year's Cleanup Crew by giving your park a couple of hours picking up sticks, 

spreading mulch, and keeping it safe, beautiful and healthy. Kids are welcome to come with their 

parents, too!  Coffee, donuts, and water will be available at the gazebo! 

Please Register 

below if you are 

planning to help! Let us 

know in your 

registration if or what 

tools you could 

bring. 'Light Rain' or 

shine, check in either 

with Roger Lacy near 

the corner of N 

Marshall and E 

Matlack, or with Jordan 

Norley near the corner 

of N Franklin and E 

Biddle. 

(Rain date - if heavy rain is forecast, we will push it back one week to Saturday May 3, and let you 

know as soon as practical by email.) 

Register  

April 26: Earth Day: 

Our Power. Our Planet. 

Earth Day this year brings together the diversity of the 

West Chester community in celebration of the 2025 Earth 

Day theme "Our Power, Our Planet."  The event which is 

cosponsored by the Unitarian Congregation of West 

Chester, the Sustainability Office of West Chester 

University, and the West Chester Green Team is being 

held at the UCong,  501 S High St.  Tabling by Citizens 

Climate Lobby, the West Chester Cooperative, WCGT Dark Sloes and Living 

Lansdcapes Committees and Food and Water Watch-Plastics will begin at 4 PM, Sidewalk chalking 

in honor of the beauty of the planet is encouraged with chalk provided.   

At 5 PM the program begins with a prayer/invocation on the historic and ongoing leadership of 

women, from internationally to locally, in preserving Mother Earth and improving life for her 

people.  From Eleanor Roosevelt to Rachel Carson, and Greta Thunberg to the women of West 

Chester such as our own Senator Carolyn Comitta, a champion of children and gardens that 

enhance the beauty of the borough, women's leadership will be celebrated. Representatives from 

Interfaith, Meaning-Making and Spirituality Project will participate. 

https://friendsofmarshallsquarepark.wildapricot.org/Sys/Token/Process?token=eyJhbGciOiJSU0EtT0FFUC0yNTYiLCJlbmMiOiJBMjU2R0NNIiwiZHR5IjoiV2lsZEFwcmljb3QuU29jaWFsLkV2ZW50SW52aXRlTGlua0NvbnRyYWN0LFdpbGRBcHJpY290LlNvY2lhbCJ9.QnS8-wPCfBukgCyzO95U9hM0i4cx6RQdtEIbzmXvZRUtf-LwAWzRKb6pAmLN6NbtvNOiLeTOwUkUURNQ49z58UJqnpJ0tXU6eDXCYTXkSoThWJ4kNY5hgDn3vBEpfB0217gQASQkFN1mms1Sw2wDye3ujqgPFjjEiGcwdvQHdW4.GIgK-oAcbNkfvKWA.TGPjUvRLDWVAETRLTc97kwNFPETNB1W_4ElGODteMYtHV_HCyiaTcpTSwjI4VirKhKSKrCKFJLcpamNY9dVqh-OHXttbKsxtbfGTS07rpVBArK7J0UCQPkaj2D5KWLMWW9I17-NpqXORdIdk426ToN1BAzgIEadGhNpohnqpKDSrMqeYyJp1OsVptqax0jVhVHrXdbqWV09951NKGBjZWrHJDnYkR7-MIx1hEZ26His8iILUn4hFnEcPpLL1n04Sxo_NNYzFjF5XjMut2zkCDAJDrvdEW5trkO2xfRGiDczFld81Yja9utZOS55470ec_b6VlHtLb9zEaA7xN12YCMchE0L8A-gaOGztjDVJ_qHhNRI7D02SO4he3d7cPOLVB5Dd1iINAOdkIclT02oEg4HcwZK1V6NWvvkWLmZhc8Vz8bGFMfiBEtUjNgxpJzW2V-dCCBqvL_76leAPOQ7HW6Dn51wAaIaEyTc8e02Fxu0RVsOuA9PIjJLTlQ-6cb8sTbvSl9jS4wi6pd9_hqvd4rAUcbVMujn2dwtTxHGoeSbKran8cvAqbmgXhDhQklMej1x5V46Agi7JsUv7HEe1lX-P_JxWgd1ltY7gZVT77sETS8Acc8kHcdwO1xPeJ9b2p9_SmcX9QE9sBkeI71JumWIbE7UYrf4nUfmmrqMPvbdvlFulXuu1HQa8Y52phLpFrAqQ3ipzCWqjIkbN8Zd5XEhk-t9wFzyWi9_llQM6a9dLGJZw0Pz7YhwVh1G789HjcafoPd5YjG8Ph_vehDiUstg.3dgoQ5fRVZxSNL2B-59aAA
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This evening will also feature a tribute to Don't Spray Me! and WC Green Team founding board 

member, Donald Braceland, who died last month, presented by Nathaniel Smith, Green Team co-

founder and Gillian Alicea who worked with Don on the Green Team board and on WC Borough 

environmental initiatives.   

The keynote speaker of the evening is Prof. Sa'ed Atshan of Swarthmore College presenting on the 

importance of peace to preserve the planet.  Dr. Atshan is a member of the Society of Friends and 

has worked as a peacemaker, bringing people together in Israel/Palestine, Germany and in Atlanta 

during his tenure at Emory University.   

The Mediterranean, a popular local 

restaurant, is serving a Middle Eastern 

buffet dinner that includes vegetarian 

options such as falafel, hummus and 

tabouli as well as chicken and rice with 

baklava and other sweet treats served 

with coffee and tea for dessert.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following link is for purchasing tickets to this April 26 event, The site includes an option of 

donating to our work in the community: https://ticketstripe.com/events/  All are welcome to join in 

the celebration.   

 

 

 

 

https://ticketstripe.com/events/8790106490239210
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Saturday, May 3, 11:30 AM, Chester City Hall, Chester, PA 
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Saturday, May 17 from 10 AM to 2 PM 

West Chester University Sciences and Engineering Building 

If you’re like many people in Chester County, protecting the environment is important to you, but it 

can be hard to find good information about what we, as individuals, can do to have an impact. 

  

To provide the best information on what residents, homeowners, and owners of small businesses 

can do to be more environmentally sustainable, Chester County is hosting a Sustainability Summit & 

Expo. This FREE event will feature: 

• Presentations by local experts on topics like heat pumps, solar power, rain gardens and 

backyard habitat programs 

• Opportunities to chat with neighbors who have solar panels, heat pumps, electric vehicles, 

rain gardens, and more 

• A Sustainability Expo to learn about companies who offer sustainable services like solar 

installers and ecological landscapers, as well as the organizations spearheading 

sustainability efforts in our communities 

• And more! 

Sign up today! 

First Bluebirds of the Year in Everhart Park! 

Take a look at this beautiful clutch of eggs 

and keep your fingers crossed for these 

little guys.  Let's hope they will increase 

their population in the park. Thank you to 

David Yezuita and Bob Eaves for their care 

of the boxes.  

 

       In Memoriam 
W. Donald Braceland 

February 24, 1951  -  March 21, 2025 

We are saddened to announce the passing of Green 

Team supporter and Board Member Don Braceland. 

Don was a man of many talents and was active in the 

West Chester community not only with the Green 

Team, but also with his years on Borough Council. He 

will be sorely missed. Read Don’s obituary here: 

https://www.foundsferyo.com/obituaries/W-Donald-

Braceland  

https://chescoplanning.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfae4a50c5bc4fb5089671c76&id=cae0a4a084&e=fc1524f0dd
https://chescoplanning.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfae4a50c5bc4fb5089671c76&id=cae0a4a084&e=fc1524f0dd
https://chescoplanning.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfae4a50c5bc4fb5089671c76&id=57d4620e91&e=fc1524f0dd
https://www.foundsferyo.com/obituaries/W-Donald-Braceland
https://www.foundsferyo.com/obituaries/W-Donald-Braceland
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The Dirty Dozen (No, not those guys from that movie) 

From EWG Food News Highlights 

It’s important to remember to look out for toxic pesticide residues. From apples to pears and kale to 

spinach, EWG's Shopper’s Guide to Pesticides in Produce™ found more than 75% of non-organic 

produce contains harmful pesticide residues, even after thorough washing! 

Shop smarter and avoid pesticides with EWG's Dirty Dozen™ list of fruits and vegetables. We 

recommend you buy organic when possible to reduce your exposure to toxic pesticides.  

Apples are an iconic part of fall, but 80% of apples 

contain diphenylamine, an EU-banned pesticide 

linked to cancer, putting apples in 8th place 

on EWG's Dirty Dozen list. 

 Although fresh produce is always best, many 

parents turn to dried fruit and fruit leathers for easy 

after-school snacks for kids. But EWG’s test results 

show dried fruit snacks contain worrying levels of 

pesticides. See the results here. 

Green beans join the Dirty Dozen™ list, too, tainted 

by a pesticide EPA banned over 10 years ago. The 

latest green beans tests found some especially toxic 

pesticides that are allowed in the U.S. but banned in 

the EU because of their known toxicity to humans. 

But wait, there are cleaner foods available too. 

There’s a Clean Fifteen list where you’ll find such 

foods as watermelon, carrots, and mushrooms! 

Want to take the Dirty Dozen and Clean 

Fifteen™ lists with you to the grocery store? You 

can get EWG’s Shopper’s Guide to Pesticides 

in Produce™ e-guide with a donation of $15 or 

more. 

Happy shopping! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552241/532524971/1676118686?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552242/532524972/-1894333105?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552244/532524974/-1594904315?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552244/532524974/-1594904315?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552245/532524975/-1894333105?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552247/532524977/-1770167702?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552249/532525006/161412018?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552250/532525007/161412018?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552252/532525009/-1737192095?sourceid=1023017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
https://click.everyaction.com/k/103552252/532525009/-1737192095?sourceid=1023017&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=202503FN&utm_medium=email&utm_content=pesticides&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FV0cvRVdHLzEvNzEzODEiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYjczNDZmM2UtMzJmZC1lZjExLTkwY2QtMDAyMjQ4MmE5ZmI3IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJtaHVkZ2luZ3NAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=fMdyDBsh6AfKUt1pR1BzvVgV8DuzdjTqSlcSX9SgqEw=&emci=1706e436-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=b7346f3e-32fd-ef11-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=109905
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Eastern monarch butterfly population nearly doubles in 2025 
Protection of forests where monarchs overwinter also improves 

From WWF (World Wildlife Federation) 

In encouraging news, the eastern monarch butterfly population nearly doubled in 2025, according to 

a new report announced in Mexico. The population wintering in central Mexico's forests occupied 

4.42 acres, up from 2.22 acres during the previous winter. While monarchs occupied nearly twice 

as much forest habitat as last year, populations remain far below the long-term average. 

The survey, Forest Area Occupied by Monarch Butterflies Colonies in Mexico During the 2024-2025 

Hibernation Season is conducted annually by WWF-Mexico and Mexico's National Commission of 

Protected Natural Areas in collaboration with local communities, and it serves as an important 

indicator of the butterfly's overall population health.  

 

“We recognize the key role of local communities, as well as the support of the government of 

Mexico in conserving the forest and providing this iconic species with the opportunity to thrive,” said 

Jorge Rickards, director general of WWF Mexico. "It’s now time to turn this year’s increase into a 

lasting trend with an all-hands approach where governments, landowners, conservationists, and 

citizens continue to safeguard critical habitats along the monarch’s North American migratory 

route.” 

Scientists attribute much of this year’s population growth to better weather conditions in 2024—with 

less severe drought than in previous years—along the butterflies' migration route from the United 

States and Canada to Mexico. 

To read more, click here: https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/eastern-monarch-

butterfly-population-nearly-doubles-in-2025  

 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/monarch-butterfly
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/eastern-migratory-monarch-butterfly-populations-decrease-by-59-in-2024
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/migratory-monarch-butterfly-now-classified-as-endangered
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/eastern-monarch-butterfly-population-nearly-doubles-in-2025
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/eastern-monarch-butterfly-population-nearly-doubles-in-2025
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Pre-Order Doug Tallamy’s New Book 

This special edition of How Can 

I Help? Saving Nature with Your 

Yard features Doug Tallamy’s 

signature on a bookplate inside 

the cover. These signed copies 

are available at the regular book 

price ($30 + $9.99 S&H). 

Numbers are limited, so once 

they’re gone, they’re gone. 

Book Overview 

In How Can I Help?, Tallamy 

tackles the questions commonly 

asked at his popular lectures 

and shares compelling and 

actionable answers that will 

help gardeners and 

homeowners take the next step in their ecological journey. Topics range from ecology, evolution, 

biodiversity and conservation to restoration, native plants, invasive species, pest control, and 

supporting wildlife at home. Tallamy keenly understands that most people want to take part in 

conservation efforts but often feel powerless to do so as individuals. But one person can make a 

difference, and How Can I Help? details how. 

Whether by reducing your lawn, planting a handful of native species, or allowing leaves to sit 

untouched, you will be inspired and empowered to join millions of other like-minded people to 

become the future of backyard conservation. 

 

A lovely thank-you from a Green Team supporter: 

Writing to thank you for encouraging  Courtney and Chester county food bank to come out and talk 
about the school garden success at Hillsdale Elementary. 
 
The entire workshop was insightful and gave me great confidence on 
working towards getting the garden to Pickering Valley school. 
 
The community here definitely needs this grassroots level projects to create 
a more sustainable society. 
 
Thank you once again for sharing the knowledge. 
  
 

Regards, 
Shruti 

 

https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=af7f62f76a&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=af7f62f76a&e=adfab94c33
https://homegrownnationalpark.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce919e78833f25cf86f5047ac&id=af7f62f76a&e=adfab94c33
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Safe Streets, Light on the Salt 
From Hello West Chester, March 28, 2025 
By Cara Corridoni 

I first noticed the salt, really noticed the salt, this winter. It was our first winter with a dog and 
the road salt irritated his paws, leaving him limping halfway through a walk. We tried to avoid it, 
but it was everywhere. Of course, the winter ritual of salting the roads is nothing new. The 
practice began in the 1940s. Praised for its effectiveness at lowering the freezing temperature 
of water, salt use has doubled and doubled again and again (and again.) According to Penn 
State Extension, in those early years, 5,000 tons of salt were spread on roads annually. Now 
we use 20 million tons of salt annually, or roughly 123 pounds for every American.   

The practice has become so ubiquitous, states that experience a sub-32 degree winter are 
called the Salt Belt. Pennsylvania falls right in the middle of this 21-state region, and our 
waterways are starting to show it.  

“I have been working on the salt question [at Stroud] for a while,” says Stroud Water Research 
Center Senior Scientist Dr. John Jackson, but it was a research project by a West Chester 
University student six years ago that really opened his eyes to the severity of the problem. She 
had set up a sensor to measure the salt level of Plum Creek as it flows near S. New St. (photo 
below). 

“It was the first time we measured water as salty as ocean water,” said John - and it was Sept. 
Salt was supposed to be a winter problem.  

 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.5OGtXzbBbbrWUQuRJ5Hv07-r52gFoj_uOGxm5kbTlZF36hpmhPsE7z385G4-L9gvLjjlQmEe5PQ6wYkf79rlIxnhAfpgxmgD94T7RsGnLc2s7Ld6Mr-hR3lQd8eEvYbvhkyxX8IBmSqFRF_hAY57gJcH7wm0K54fD0kMNDWRNnT5onRaeYjTTyG_wrPqgMfJz1dg9fPLwQgBIN77TrXYNvkKOKG4Mkjvepd2KEl41J8W7XXaDgFCKdLiztzU051XpZ54qWEuF_JlcbWv-IqRiXAVaujo75ZYwcHdEKZuu2itL5JsthcgB4Dlzxxm5qdqX_RNGdr35zRW1BJBksVJ-A/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h8/h001.Nk_09eU0EWnHQYVh1C5zSAOSL5vmpmZw8mueFXa2fHk
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.5OGtXzbBbbrWUQuRJ5Hv07-r52gFoj_uOGxm5kbTlZF36hpmhPsE7z385G4-L9gvLjjlQmEe5PQ6wYkf79rlIxnhAfpgxmgD94T7RsGnLc2s7Ld6Mr-hR3lQd8eEvYbvhkyxX8IBmSqFRF_hAY57gJcH7wm0K54fD0kMNDWRNnT5onRaeYjTTyG_wrPqgMfJz1dg9fPLwQgBIN77TrXYNvkKOKG4Mkjvepd2KEl41J8W7XXaDgFCKdLiztzU051XpZ54qWEuF_JlcbWv-IqRiXAVaujo75ZYwcHdEKZuu2itL5JsthcgB4Dlzxxm5qdqX_RNGdr35zRW1BJBksVJ-A/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h8/h001.Nk_09eU0EWnHQYVh1C5zSAOSL5vmpmZw8mueFXa2fHk
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.5OGtXzbBbbrWUQuRJ5Hv0-uP20sqSdkDpjG7q1pvki1JkN6NOp6paueJ3ocETizS8y2FEqp-Iu-njQwCBiRCVVKWW4IzntyBmNho6JP5qoyfSHBERp81kh3zS36K1jvcmPKLjKnJSnat7DTIoL-tan4bVcYxcVVC2uZu_Z4hWzGZxDsM0ATwGCaSGj9LxT45bfWfjRYuFbpk65Kt7WHmMkWQh4nfKT_gun_EXpJWMQDNn6jhIy5Xe3CWWMiyDVv-hZ4BMbuXazUJS9zIiLO5N_JLEAWdumIwoeL4ttdiYB0aZ5g6nosrCI7MtjCvd1MH/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h9/h001.Rhrii0VyBUX1wz6q5Y9NneqUZBzwQgDyd3hO6xf2utg
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To help raise awareness around this growing problem, this winter Stroud scientists, West 
Chester University students, and volunteers headed out to their local streams - the smaller the 
better - and measured salt concentrations using chloride-specific test strips. 

In total, 630 sites were tested and mapped, including more than 80 West Chester locations. 
Below is a list of where streams were saltiest. The results were consistent with what scientists 
already know: areas with lots of impervious surfaces that need to be cleared quickly in a 
snowstorm have waterways with higher salinity.   

“Our salt problem is only a problem because we’ve asked for it,” said John. 

West Chester Top 10 -  

Salinity reading (mg/L) Watershed Sample location 

6064 Plum Run Rt. 202 (West Goshen) 

6064 Goose Creek Paoli Pike (West Goshen) 

6064 E. Branch Chester Creek West Chester Pike (West 
Goshen) 

4722 Goose Creek E. Washington/Garfield Ave. 

2920 Goose Creek Aldi (West Goshen) 

2684 Goose Creek Turner Ln. ( West Goshen) 

2280 E. Branch Chester Creek Spring Ln. (West Goshen) 

1582 E. Branch Chester Creek Spring Ln. (West Goshen) 

1427 Goose Creek Cedar Alley (West Chester 
Borough) 

1320 Goose Creek E. Barnard St. (West Chester 
Borough) 

1320 Goose Creek Henderson High School (West 
Chester Borough) 

 

Note on baselines: 5- 10 mg/L is considered a natural chloride level for freshwater.  Few 
areas in West Chester tested under 50 mg/L. 

  

Ok, sure, that seems high, but how big a deal is a little extra salt? The ocean seems fine.   

I guess that depends on whether you like fish and wildlife in your streams, or bridges to drive 

over them. Salt - which breaks down into sodium and chloride - poses a significant risk to both 

surface water and groundwater quality. Chloride levels above 230 mg/L are toxic to 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.5OGtXzbBbbrWUQuRJ5Hv07-r52gFoj_uOGxm5kbTlZF36hpmhPsE7z385G4-L9gvLjjlQmEe5PQ6wYkf79rlIxnhAfpgxmgD94T7RsGnLc2s7Ld6Mr-hR3lQd8eEvYbvhkyxX8IBmSqFRF_hAY57gJcH7wm0K54fD0kMNDWRNnT5onRaeYjTTyG_wrPqgMfJz1dg9fPLwQgBIN77TrXYNvkKOKG4Mkjvepd2KEl41J8W7XXaDgFCKdLiztzU051XCCTxKJp73GbThP8JqAkOIxYQRk0O-yxIeM1ZjO223bwidLHMmOb1oEduc_1CwUja931eRGvESY2V6fvXaFQoXg/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h10/h001.akNm2WKiOtySTT0yW7RVkCnBUnNrXubrG6ukSe7jdzQ
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wildlife. They also stunt aquatic growth, impact food sources, and can lead to oxygen depletion, 

which can be detrimental to fish.  That's just what it does to the water supply. High levels also 

cause concrete to dissolve quicker, erode bridge infrastructure, and cause rust-resistant cars to 

rust. The problem has grown to such an extent that people are starting to confuse the Salt Belt 

with the Rust Belt.   

Ok, fine. So, how do we fix this problem?  

We use less salt. (You kind of walked into that one.) While the answer is simple, getting there 

is not. Road salt has proven an effective (and cheap) way to de-ice roads and sidewalks in 

winter and we like our roads, sidewalks, and parking lots clear at the first sight of snow and 

often before.  

“The people using more and more salt have done it for all the right reasons,” said John. “But 

they weren’t looking at the full picture.” Now he would like to see a little recalibration.  

“We’re not going to stop. We’re going to use salt for the right reasons. We are just going to 

have to be more careful about it,” he said.  
  

5 Tips to Reduce Salt Use:  

• Shovel or plow first 

• Check your deicer instructions to avoid over-salting. Clean up leftover crystals 

after storms. 

• Be proactive and treat walkways before ice forms 

• Use natural materials (sand or grit) instead 

• Talk to local contractors about reducing salt use 

  

 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.5OGtXzbBbbrWUQuRJ5Hv07-r52gFoj_uOGxm5kbTlZF36hpmhPsE7z385G4-L9gvLjjlQmEe5PQ6wYkf79rlIxnhAfpgxmgD94T7RsGnLc2s7Ld6Mr-hR3lQd8eEvYbvhkyxX8IBmSqFRF_hAY57gJcH7wm0K54fD0kMNDWRNnT5onRaeYjTTyG_wrPqgMfJz1dg9fPLwQgBIN77TrXYNvkKOKG4Mkjvepd2KEl41J8W7XXaDgFCKdLiztzU051XCCTxKJp73GbThP8JqAkOIxYQRk0O-yxIeM1ZjO223bwidLHMmOb1oEduc_1CwUja931eRGvESY2V6fvXaFQoXg/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h10/h001.akNm2WKiOtySTT0yW7RVkCnBUnNrXubrG6ukSe7jdzQ
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.SRnbZT20Wp7WrHhdscQE76Y20ed2DyqyT12V62JfcLBO8X0o7C8JhOG9dM2mwSUZoAi9ayPQz7OPgfyrmARlUN5yOCUcvA1u5SLsufzWOwSI4K1kTmi3riCOcVSbQ4Be-KiH10WcUXvefV6xW7tiNkguM9ySYIsGWycALSDPS2f60k99o5mCx6kbBlEkrRsFY1DJFGHe6nI1e3U5LjQzZGFoYNdUfbIgrtA_pNK9XotPjV5onEmsLziItHTsyNXKoeFstHE2Mne_2nKVuWgMrITruIP56dtEHr9JShRom1JVVQZmrklsklCiXue72hzO/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h11/h001.aRNfaZR-2mOPRNTrqVGE4DvU_RzCyJ1d5lqOHk6wgHc
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.SRnbZT20Wp7WrHhdscQE76Y20ed2DyqyT12V62JfcLBO8X0o7C8JhOG9dM2mwSUZoAi9ayPQz7OPgfyrmARlUN5yOCUcvA1u5SLsufzWOwSI4K1kTmi3riCOcVSbQ4Be-KiH10WcUXvefV6xW7tiNkguM9ySYIsGWycALSDPS2f60k99o5mCx6kbBlEkrRsFY1DJFGHe6nI1e3U5LjQzZGFoYNdUfbIgrtA_pNK9XotPjV5onEmsLziItHTsyNXKoeFstHE2Mne_2nKVuWgMrITruIP56dtEHr9JShRom1JVVQZmrklsklCiXue72hzO/4f6/DQ8zNNxQRn2O7XDyt3torA/h11/h001.aRNfaZR-2mOPRNTrqVGE4DvU_RzCyJ1d5lqOHk6wgHc

