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with nature and each other, promoting the health of all living things and of planet Earth. 
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WCGT Calendar of Upcoming Events 

When – What – Where. 

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day 

March 26: Eric Guerra Lecture, WCU, 6:30-8:00 PM 

 
For details on other March and later events, see listings beginning page 3. 

Also see more events at https://wcgreenteam.com and countywide events 

at https://chescoenvt.org.  

Related groups and committees (please check online before attending, 

especially on or near a holiday): 

4th Monday of every month: East Bradford Environmental Advisory Council (EAC), 7 – 8:30pm, East 

Bradford Township Bldg, 676 Copeland School Rd. 

 

4th Monday of every month: East Goshen Sustainability Advisory Committee, 7 – 8:30pm, East Goshen 

Township Bldg, 1580 Paoli Pike 

4th Tuesday of every month: West Goshen Sustainability Advisory Committee, 6 – 8 pm, West Goshen 

Township Bldg., 1025 Paoli Pike 
 

4th Tuesday of every month:  Westtown Environmental Advisory Council, 7 – 8:30pm, Westtown 

Township Bldg., 1039 Wilmington Pike (Rt. 202) 

4th Thursday of every month:  West Chester Sustainability Advisory Committee, 6:30 – 8 pm, Room 
240, Borough Hall, 401 E. Gay St.  

 

 

 

NOTE: Deadline for the April 2026 issue is March 30! We welcome contributions and 

suggestions from our readers for possible inclusion in a future issue. E-mail your 

ideas to Dianne Walsh at LDwalsh318@gmail.com.  

Be sure to visit our Web site at https://wcgreenteam.com/ and our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/WCGTeam/ (all are welcome to post environment- and sustainability-related 
items there).  If you wish to support our work, please donate here:  https://wcgreenteam.com/contact-2/ 

https://wcgreenteam.com/
https://chescoenvt.org/
mailto:LDwalsh318@gmail.com
https://freepngimg.com/png/10817-calendar-transparent
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://wcgreenteam.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WCGTeam/
https://wcgreenteam.com/contact-2/
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This and That: More Coming Attractions  

March 9: Friends of Marshall Square Park monthly meeting, 7 PM, at 228 E. Biddle St., West Chester. 

Also Friends of Everhart Park meets at 7PM at the First Presbyterian Church, 130 West Miner Street, 

first room on the left.     

March 14: Repair Café, Downingtown       Also on March 14, The Citizens’ Climate Lobby Chester 

County group is hosting this fun event at Stargazers 

Winery in Coatesville.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 26: Lecture and Q & A with Eric Guerra, 

author of Overbuilt: The High Costs and Low Rewards 

of US Highway Construction, at WCU, 6:30-8:00 PM 

Business and Public Managemrrnt Center, Room 116. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/228+E.+Biddle+St?entry=gmail&source=g
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April 20: 4th annual Zero Waste Summit at 

WCU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 22: Green Team’s own Margaret Hudgings and Molly Hanford will be speaking at WCU on 

Porchfest and Sustainability. Wednesday, April 22, 12:00-12:50, Rm 255, Sykes Student Union or via 

Zoom, Meeting ID 95413261652, passcode 880242. 

April 23: Will Caverly, author of Tinicum & Eastwick: Environmental Justice and Racial Injustice in 

Southwest Philadelphia (https://www.brooklinebooks.com/9781955041140/tinicum-and-eastwick/) will 

present an evening lecture at WCU. The book is a 

history of urban planning and environment in the 

city's formerly rural southwest. The Eastwick 

neighborhood was subject to a brutal urban 

renewal/slum clearance project. This project also 

threatened what would later become the Heinz 

Refuge, the last portion of (relatively) unspoiled 

tidal marshlands in SW Philly. The book follows two 

grassroots movements that formed in response - 

one to save the homes of humans, the other to 

save the homes of birds.  

https://www.brooklinebooks.com/9781955041140/tinicum-and-eastwick/
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April 25: Earth Day Celebration!  

Please join us (and people around the world) in celebrating the 

57th Earth Day on Saturday April 25! We offer you: 

 

• 2pm: Show your commitment to Earth on our march beginning 

at West Chester Friends School, 415 N. High St. Bring your own 

signs or use ours. The march stops to rally and hear from 

speakers outside Uptown Knauer Performing Arts and at the 

Courthouse Corner and ends at the United Methodist Church at 

129 S High St. by 3:30pm. 

 

• 2pm: Wellness Fair at 129 S High St., ending at 4pm. 

 

• 3:30pm: A jazz trio will perform at Holy Trinity Church, 212 S. 

High St., ending by 4:30pm. Or is it 4:45? 

 

• 5pm: Dnner served at 129 S High St. If you have free time before that, enjoy 

West Chester's amenities or help us set up the tables and chairs for dinner! 

Suggested freewill offering for dinner: $20 adults, $5 youths. Please donate by 

April 20 by using the QR code or clicking here. 

 

Parking note: You can park in the Friends School lots off High St. or Marshall 

St., or on the street in that neighborhood (check signs but should not be a problem on a Saturday 

eve). Carpooling desirable! You can leave your car there till after dinner, or retrieve and move it before 

dinner. Or, park at one of the public parking facilities in downtown West Chester. There is a public lot 

next to the Methodist Church and a few free spots are available in front of the church. A block south, 

there are a few free spots in front of the Baptist Church. Holy Trinity Church has its own lot, also.  

Be advised that you can park in West Chester free on Saturdays UNTIL 5:00PM (parking garages 

excepted; you must pay all day if using those). After 5:00 you must pay to park, even if you were in 

your spot before 5:00. A parking kiosk is now in place in the lot next to the Methodist church and thate 

may be easier to use than the current parking app (Flowbird). 

https://ticketstripe.com/WCGTEarthDayDinner/


 

6 
 

 

 

Cosponsored by the West Chester Green Team; West Chester University Office of Sustainability and 

Westtown Meeting, Society of Friends 
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April 26: West Chester Garden Club Annual Flower Show, 12-4 PM, East Goshen Township Bldg., 1580 

Paoli Pike, West Chester. 

By the way, The WC Garden 

Club won a Blue Ribbon at the 

Phildelphia Flower Show this 

year!   

It was a 'Community Garden 

Exchange' called Ben's Tool 

Exchange featuring Ben 

Franklin's garden tools and 

beautiful flower arrangements. 

The club spent 6 months 

planning its design, from paint 

colors for the walls, to flower 

choices and containers, 

signage, multiple tools, 

flooring, potting  bench and a 

whiskey barrel.  

The team met from August 25 on, spending hours working on the exhibit and formed a close bond as 

a result. On Friday, February 27th,  a panel of judges met to review all exhibits in their class, and they 

were awarded a Blue Ribbon. 

Congratulations, West 

Chester Garden Club! 

Beautiful job! 
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Porchfest Performer Sign-up Now Open!  

Performer sign-up is now open and will be open from March 1-

April 1. Keep checking at https://westchesterporchfest.com/ for 

more details. 

Sign up to be  a host at https://westchesterporchfest.com/be-a-

porchfest-host-for-2026/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardening Help Wanted! 

Let’s hope we are now done with winter and looking forward to spring. WCGT will need help again with 

the following garden cleanup projects: 

Maintenance/ Clean-up dates: 

• Prescott Alley Pollinator Garden--Saturday 4/11-9 AM 
• Justice Center - week of 4/13- @ 4-5 volunteers (time to be 

determined) 
• Chestnut St. Pollinator strip/ Law Alley--4/18-9 AM 
 

Planting: 

• Church St. Towers Planting - Saturday May 9 at 9 AM -- we will be planting and mulching 

existing beds including 7 containers for the residents. I'll need about 7-8 individuals--estimated 

time @ 2 hrs. 

Please let Chris Pugliese (chrispugl@gmail.com) know if you are available for any of these dates. 

Much appreciated!  

https://westchesterporchfest.com/
https://westchesterporchfest.com/be-a-porchfest-host-for-2026/
https://westchesterporchfest.com/be-a-porchfest-host-for-2026/


 

9 
 

…and here’s what else is happening at WCU: 
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“Advanced Recycling” a Scam? 
By Patrice Tomcik, Senior Field Director, Moms Clean Air Force. www.momscleanairforce.org 

"Advanced recycling" is a wolf in sheep's clothing. Plastic industry 

lobbyists are pushing Congress to support this practice, which is 

masquerading as a solution to the plastic pollution crisis. The catch is 

“advanced recycling” is NOT recycling at all—it is the incineration of 

plastics, plain and simple. 

 

Burning plastics creates dangerous air pollution and chemical waste—

and kids are the most vulnerable. Children living near these incinerators 

are at increased risk of health impacts affecting the brain, lungs, and heart as well as birth defects and 

cancer.  

By using this language of "recycling," the plastic industry is trying to skirt air pollution controls that 

incinerators should be subject to. They are looking for a free pass to pollute our communities and our 

air—with heavy metals and toxic compounds, including benzene and formaldehyde. All these 

pollutants put our children at risk. 

 

We need real solutions. Tell Congress to protect our families from "advanced recycling," for 

the health and safety of your loved ones. 

  

Have You Seen Seed Pops? 

A playful take on seed starting that supports 

our Pollinators! Each Humble Bee, Butterfly, 

and Song Bird Seed Pop includes a curated 

selection of perennial wildflower seeds, clay, 

worm-castings and planting instructions.  Just 

unwrap, plant and grow.  Once planted, the 

wooden stick serves as a garden marker. 

Garden seed pops are also available in 

Strawberry, Carrot, and Sweet Basil, and 

herb blends such as Mamma Mia Pizza, Stir 

Fry, and Super Greens. 

What a fun way to introduce kids to gardening 

(make sure they understand that these pops 

are NOT edible)—or just have a little fun 

yourself. I received two pollinator pops for 

Christmas, and I can’t wait to plant them to 

see what grows. 

https://link.motherjones.com/click/44404664.66118/aHR0cHM6Ly9hY3Rub3cubW9tc2NsZWFuYWlyZm9yY2Uub3JnL2EvYWR2YW5jZWQtcmVjeWNsaW5nLWNvbmdyZXNzLTIwMjU_dWJfbz0xMCZ1Yl9jdGE9MiZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW1vdGhlcmpvbmVzJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1tY2FmX2Fkdi1jbGFpcl9wZF9tY2FmJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2lkPTE3NzIwMjgxMzkmb2FfdXRtX2lkPTE3NzIwMjgxMzkmbXM9MTc3MjAyODEzOQ/5f5010c144ea840510144dc9Hb25fe982
https://link.motherjones.com/click/44404664.66118/aHR0cHM6Ly9hY3Rub3cubW9tc2NsZWFuYWlyZm9yY2Uub3JnL2EvYWR2YW5jZWQtcmVjeWNsaW5nLWNvbmdyZXNzLTIwMjU_dWJfbz0xMCZ1Yl9jdGE9MiZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW1vdGhlcmpvbmVzJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1tY2FmX2Fkdi1jbGFpcl9wZF9tY2FmJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2lkPTE3NzIwMjgxMzkmb2FfdXRtX2lkPTE3NzIwMjgxMzkmbXM9MTc3MjAyODEzOQ/5f5010c144ea840510144dc9Hb25fe982
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Volunteer of the Month – Amy Johnston 

Back in 1926, with the 20's roaring around them, Camp Linden was founded on wooded acreage on 

the banks of the Brandywine Creek.  The Philadelphia Ethical Society purchased the land that the 

Lenape tribe had lived on for centuries and the Quakers settled with William Penn.  A Quaker family, 

the Trimbles, had lived nearby in a small cluster of homes near today's Northbrook, with its thriving 

Canoe Co.  During the 1770's, the Battle of the Brandywine was fought through skirmishes in the 

vicinity, with Trimble's Ford and Jefferis Crossing commemorated locally with historic markers. This 

tract of land is in the center and the heart of Chester County.  It is also home pf Camp Linden, a spot 

where children come to learn about nature and to learn to feel safe and at home in the natural world.   

This coming summer, children from Philadelphia and from Coatesville and West Chester will visit 

Camp Linden.  They will learn to garden and swim and will explore the woods and become at home in 

the outdoors.  This coming summer marks the 100th birthday of Camp Linden, our friends and allies in 

environmental work in the county, whose mission is to educate city youth about the great outdoors.  

Photo: Two years ago, the Green Team honored 

two long-time Camp Linden leaders, Sharon Wallis 

and Leonard Weeks, with the Green Team's 

Environmental Leadership Awards.  

Amy Johnston, the Camp Director, is one of our 

allies in environmental work in Chester 

County.  In addition to their "green" work, Camp 

Linden has made a commitment to honoring 

the area's Lenape heritage.  They teach 

language and cooking and invite local leaders 

to share their stories.  For the past 3 years, 

Camp Linden has welcomed the Green Team 

for a Lenape themed dinner. It is our pleasure to extend our congratulations for 100 years of service to 

Camp Linden.  Thank you for your outstanding work on behalf of all of us. 

With an additional nod and hearty thank you to Amy Johnston, Camp Linden's new director, we would 

like to recognize Amy as our Volunteer of the Month for March.  Amy has supported the Green Team's 

work in honoring the Lenape.  She has attended canoeing at Westtown Lake and information sessions 

led by our friends from the Museum of Indian Culture in Allentown.  She organized a very successful 

banquet featuring Eunice Alexander, Environmental Educator, and invites us every summer to visit 

them at the camp near Marshallton.  Having a network of leaders and members of other environmental 

organizations support us in our work and extends the reach of all the groups involved.  Thank you, 

Amy.   

My name is Amy Johnston. I have been in the Environmental education field  for about 15 years 

and am currently an environmental educator at Brandywine Red Clay Alliance in West Chester, 

PA, and have just become executive director of Camp Linden, a summer camp for inner city 

children, where I have been working for the last 5 years. I'm interested in environmental 

education in general but I'm most passionate about teaching kids about/ and connecting them 

to the natural world. 
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Does Your Water Taste Salty? 

By Cara Corridoni, from Hello West Chester, February 27, 2026 

Salt in the water. Earlier this month, Aqua put out a statement warning customers they should 

not be surprised by “slightly” salty water.  

“Aqua Pennsylvania customers might notice 

that their drinking water has a slightly salty 

taste,” the utility company wrote on Feb. 12, 

about a week and a half before this latest 

snowstorm. The taste is caused by elevated salt 

levels in the drinking water due to the “runoff of 

road salts used on roadways, parking lots, and 

other treated surfaces in response to winter 

storms and icy conditions,” the statement 

continues. Neither the Environmental Protection 

Agency nor Pennsylvania’s Department of 

Environmental Protection maintains standards 

for either sodium or calcium, and only a 

secondary standard for chlorine, the three main components of road salt. This means the elevated 

mineral levels are not believed to carry any health risks—but they do carry risks. 

On Jan. 30, researchers from Stroud Water Research Center set up at Borough Hall with the 

expectation of testing dozens of local water samples for salt levels. The snow coverage and frigid 

temperatures led to them cancelling the public portion of the collection, but trained researchers 

were still able to grab cups full of water from local streams. It’s all part of a growing initiative to get 

a better understanding of just what impact that “slightly” salty water has on the larger ecosystem. 

“This is all very recent,” said Stroud Water Research Center Senior Scientist Dr. John Jackson, 

who first noted the problem seven years ago with the help of a West Chester University student. 

“No one was paying attention to road salt,” he said.  

That is no longer the case. Today, they have a network of more than 700 volunteers who have 

helped test the water at 1300 sites across Pennsylvania. They have used this data to create 

a Snapshot Map showing salt-level concentrations at various groundwater sites. West Chester 

shows up on the map more than four dozen times; most of those markings are in red, indicating 

salt levels over 230 milligrams per liter, the EPA threshold for chronic toxicity. The findings are not 

surprising with all the impervious surfaces that must be cleared each time snow falls. 

“High salt levels are a good indication of population,” said John.  

You can read more about the impact of road salt and tips for mitigating its use while maintaining 

safety here. Want to test a stream near you? Learn how to get involved here.  

 

https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.SRnbZT20Wp7WrHhdscQE72dtbpfG_y0PovRpKw2swATf0ZhbZr4mCiBk716mopq7qQ6A0Hjx_RPvYcyIgXivNMDNijK9Lg3fNgv9956LpZjQz12aR5meWvgYjViIp9XKk7JIGSF8RNWDP5ua3RAXvjKCzXgXcrvyxcFzwQIJ-gacvv-juAGf3v47CSPPXksfhwXEFe-rOecYfU1mQi17LF-2oZKn1Qoh81qrpUTzOit8DTR7Lv_jEWQrnNAEy3S2utz3YxbEJvtra_5l7c0TcYwwGJJmXUVA3nrs4E8Jn83tggtD75zEPMoypVbdRf6fJTnB0PjoK73cLvFsF-euv4qQObx-RoDI_HFH44Bk_HM/4oi/ejh97E13SDCDf4pvn7hjxg/h10/h001.PuWEN5OJVvwZhz9Y06Dtyu5fs6hiYnV0yLj_2ReoTqU
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.5OGtXzbBbbrWUQuRJ5Hv02Uv2Ewgnd1PeaQS7rjUaGhJNwDIjiAclPzySkQLBq8xvSabZsx7rfID-YhxyDbIv45uZQv0p-iPhbH-S6BdR7OPn8hsd1hTFDx9cr1zS1EJRTgTIeEKJvmHL7iXoATdiCaEE95fTE0qr51RA4K_A8BKmSXzJSYMOLVG0SX0go7nulUhh5K6ysnZis9NTUeLEVcKtBcppmscoU7NaEnED7a4oz3fkWmjLALikAusTXnrU3hjrbkmj-wJYrBzF5MhHz-x-RX_jYzL8R2QU2trQJCkwzJhhLe6otDOCx4qyyn7EV3NZB__oxmDLApNNMH87E4RciMgqNA2t65WmcX6NG0/4oi/ejh97E13SDCDf4pvn7hjxg/h11/h001.atNwDzKYM0rHtGLv9Vk7XBEn7Edh5exI8DgXldE2F9A
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.Zw35mwoMggL8QMGjbVNP_WbxjS-HR9WrSsD8Qm2w6K6E13FdSfDghBJA3O7r0rc2V2_sBnKaX6oPBStVu-DmdSdSCha-RAUkGA4hTqIlnUVgdC4-8wvxvss0Hlh6PAnfG8_cLdZyXmpXhUYYRoNJID16smsufr3S3mkxvrSMWAPSmdZ7tPnwjySim3ESqf7Zvu8D6iBRPkQpHijQ10n-LukNTlmH1dGfKVMfTP_5ZmldjGPQikp9wCIBALJEQH5q2dAdhJxZssVYcdhyEd5Mn-Hq1LSfk7Ba6DTMdIZ0zYB0tSAFyR8FoV3g7fkTFQzekAUUvU-uv1ORTRCW7Gowqn6BOOY0nOZLtyfyIMe6wM8sLyFmdmasFH0QwYjTIIVg_0c5R4p1wy6XOra7muR76A/4oi/ejh97E13SDCDf4pvn7hjxg/h12/h001.HrOy1zURJCM1sjOn1Tv8g67m-zTOScHJaodvj8HZRi0
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/ss/c/u001.yDmG45J77SxX2Hcw57tuG6lO1l9snDG7YZXi5dxHdyx2mH5BVyIo-NGe9Xct7WUXrdYnPgskEo3wQokYgkO50btcRKG4r8Z0wHVRlJjMPvL07z7NfhxzD9TntG-OOqGLBIsCmSsRGkYktRHWDl138BJe_iqqAtdgkcffgqaO4_yV7-qs3yivYkql8jP_YeESJWxtS5oBOc9VUTybaIuT8KJBT4eUD0oz-d5QSIl-tw3trD6KI9FDwGsqFlsFQE_haXvCdtHe1ygIM6324Te5xdWNw8x_74YT_MRahJ5ECKQ/4oi/ejh97E13SDCDf4pvn7hjxg/h13/h001.DaMQ6q4tTil6RazMZotYcv0yZQkZzZi08RFGyNsDz8Y
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The Goose Creek Spill 
By Megan L. Fork, PhD, Assistant Professor of Biology | West Chester University 

Chief Scientist | Goose Creek Alliance 

Like many of my neighbors, I was appalled to learn about the chemical spill in Goose Creek over the 

weekend. I’ve taken countless students to this creek to teach them how to measure streamflow, 

monitor water chemistry, and assess biological integrity. My family and I also live only a block from the 

stream. Goose Creek is not an abstract teaching tool or a line on a map, it’s part of my daily life and 

the heart of our local ecosystem. 

Thanks to intrepid local reporting and the quick work of the 

Pennsylvania Department of  Environmental Protection, we 

now know the identity of the substance that entered the 

creek: a proprietary product known as Long Duration Foam 

AC-645, mixed with chlorinated water. Unfortunately, what 

we still don’t know is what is actually in this chemical 

formulation, or what effects it might have on the environment 

or on the people who come into contact with it. 

As an environmental scientist, my first stop when evaluating 

a chemical is the Safety Data Sheet, or SDS, the 

international standard for communicating risks to people and 

ecosystems. But when I located the SDS for Long Duration 

Foam AC-645, I was met with line after line of information 

“not available.” 

This is not an oversight. It is the predictable outcome of how 

chemical safety regulations work in the United States. 

Under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), companies are not required to disclose the full 

contents of proprietary chemical mixtures. They are also not required to provide comprehensive safety 

data for new products before those products enter commerce. In practice, this means chemicals are 

often used widely for decades before we understand their risks and we only test them when something 

goes wrong over and over. 

Regardless of its contents, this spill should never have reached Goose Creek. Property owners who 

store industrial chemicals have a clear responsibility to prevent spills from reaching our water. This 

includes implementing, testing, and regularly maintaining secondary containment systems that reliably 

capture leaks before they reach soil or waterways. If these safeguards are ignored or allowed to 

deteriorate, our shared ecosystems suffer the consequences. Ensuring that chemicals stored on one’s 

land do not pollute the community is something we should expect and require of our neighbors.  

Residents deserve better. Our local ecosystems, our public health, and our peace of mind all depend 

on a system of chemical regulation that prioritizes transparency and safety, as well as on-site 

containment systems that effectively prevent spills. We need stronger protections for our watersheds 

and stronger authority for government agencies to act before, not after, harm occurs. Goose Creek 

should be a wake-up call, not just another entry in a long list of preventable misfortunes. 

 

Photo by Courtney Finneran 

https://www.goosecreekalliance.org/
https://asconhb.com/wp-content/uploads/SDS-RUSMAR-FOAM.pdf
https://asconhb.com/wp-content/uploads/SDS-RUSMAR-FOAM.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/14/sunday-review/think-those-chemicals-have-been-tested.html?unlocked_article_code=1.QlA.TR7H.lMjMha7pr9aI&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/14/sunday-review/think-those-chemicals-have-been-tested.html?unlocked_article_code=1.QlA.TR7H.lMjMha7pr9aI&smid=url-share
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-toxic-substances-control-act

